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Board approves new student 
assignment plan   

The Jefferson County Board of Education has approved a new 
elementary student assignment plan for the 2012-13 school year.  
 
The plan benefits parents and students in many ways, says Jack 
Jacobs, Jefferson County Public Schools (JCPS) executive director 
of Student Assignment. Because the plan revises diversity 
guidelines and uses 2009 census information as well as smaller 
census areas, the district will be able to recognize and more 
accurately pinpoint diversity that already exists in Louisville's 
neighborhoods. This means the plan will allow more students to be 
assigned to schools closer to their homes, potentially reducing their 
bus ride times. Highlights of the plan include the following:  

 About 2,000 elementary students will be able to attend a 
school closer to their home because of the revised diversity 
guidelines. 

 The new guidelines classify the district's 570 census areas 
into categories based on income, percentage of nonwhite 
population, and average level of adult education attainment. 

 English as a Second Language (ESL) students will be 
included in the diversity index for the first time.  

 Kindergarten students will not have to reapply to the same 
school for first grade. 

 Most elementary schools will continue to be grouped into 
one of the six clusters that have been used for the past 
several years. 

 Bus routes to day-care centers will remain the same. 

Visit the elementary Showcase of 
Schools  
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The elementary school showcase will be held at the Kentucky 
International Convention 
Center on Sat., Jan. 28, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Representatives from 
every elementary school 
and from many JCPS 
offices will be available 
to answer your 
questions.   
    
The elementary 
application period for 
the 2012-13 school year 
will be Wed., Feb. 1, 
through Thurs., Mar. 1. 
Application forms will be 
available at elementary 
schools. 
  
Information on schools 
and programs is 
available in Choices, the 
district guidebook. 
Digital versions of the book are available on the JCPS Showcase of 
Schools Web page.   
  

District offers parent info sessions 
JCPS will offer information sessions to help parents of elementary 
students understand their school and program options. All sessions 
will begin at 7 p.m.   
 
Mon., Jan. 30  

 JCPS Gheens Academy (4425 Preston Highway)  

 Lincoln Elementary Performing Arts School (930 East Main 
Street)  

 St. Stephen Family Life Center, Multipurpose Room 2 (1018 
South 15th Street) 

Tues., Jan. 31  

 Middletown Methodist Church (11902 Shelbyville Road)  

 Sanders Elementary (8408 Terry Road) 

 Hill Street Baptist Church (2203 Dixie Highway)  
Wed., Feb. 1  

 Jeffersontown High (9600 Old Six Mile Lane)  

 Okolona Elementary (7606 Preston Highway) 

 Carter Elementary (3600 Bohne Avenue)  
Thurs., Feb. 2  

 Roosevelt-Perry Elementary (1606 Magazine Street) -- 
Enter the parking lot from Broadway near 16th Street.  

 African-American Heritage Center (1701 West Muhammad 
Ali Boulevard)  

 Newburg Middle School (4901 Exeter Avenue)  
Tues., Feb. 7  
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 Gheens Academy (4425 Preston Hwy) -- This session is for 
international families. Translators will be available.  

For more information, call the JCPS Parent Assistance Center at 
485-6250.  

 

 

JCPS Superintendent Donna Hargens talks about the benefits of Blessings in a Backpack. 

Blessings in a Backpack expands to all elementary 
schools   

The Blessings in a Backpack Program, which has served about 3,900 JCPS students, expanded 
this month to serve students at all district elementary schools. 
 
Through the program, students who qualify for free or reduced-price school meals can take home 
a backpack full of food on weekends during the school year. The backpacks include juice boxes, 
granola bars, oatmeal, macaroni and cheese, and other nonperishable food items.  
 
Administered by Kentucky Harvest, Blessings in a Backpack began in 2005 at Roosevelt-Perry 
Elementary. The expansion is important because "in some cases, school lunch on Friday is the last 
time some of our young people have a decent meal until they return to school on Monday," says 
JCPS Superintendent Donna Hargens. "Children simply are not going to learn if they are hungry."   
  
Companies, charitable foundations, church groups, school organizations, and individuals have 
donated about $8.5 million to fund the program for the next three years. To find out how you can 
help, call 894-9999. The program seeks not only food and monetary donations but also volunteers 
to help pack the backpacks. 
  
Click here to watch a short video about the Blessings in a Backpack expansion. 
  

http://www.youtube.com/user/jcpsweb#p/u/12/1gh_wFPlmq4


New form lets high school students declare major 

JCPS 5-Star High Schools -- schools that offer one of the district's five Professional Career 
Themes -- have developed a new form for students to declare their major. The form was created 
specifically for students who go to the school that serves their attendance area. 
  
For example, a student who goes to Fairdale and lives in its attendance area can use the form to 
apply to any of Fairdale's majors, including the ones in its Human Services, Education, and 
International Studies Professional Career Theme or its Heavy Equipment Science Program. 
Students who apply to schools outside their attendance area will continue to use the magnet 
program application form that is available during the annual middle and high school application 
period (November through early January). 
  
Most students who use the new form will submit it during the spring before their sophomore year, 
but schools also may accept it at the beginning of the school year or, for new students, any other 
time during the year. 
  
The new form benefits students because it allows them to commit to a particular path for advanced 
college and career preparation. "We want every student on a pathway that leads to a credentialed 
diploma," says Dr. Brian Shumate, JCPS high school liaison. The district's diplomas are credential 
by the many dual or articulated credit courses and industry certifications available to JCPS high 
school students. 
  
The new form also allows students to automatically continue to receive transportation to their 
school if they move out of its attendance area but remain in its network. For more information on 
high school networks and magnet programs, see Choices, the JCPS guidebook. Digital versions 
are available on the Showcase of Schools page. 
  

Shimmel sisters 
talked to 
students about 
Native-American 
culture  

Shoni and Jude Shimmel, two 
University of Louisville (UofL) 
Lady Card basketball players, 
visited Barret Traditional Middle 
in the fall to share their Native-
American culture and participate 
in a question-and-answer 
session.     
  
Barret librarian Hope Cooke, 
who planned and coordinated 
the visit, said it gave the school's 
eighth graders a chance to write 
papers comparing the Shimmel 

sisters' answers to their questions with the students' reading assignment from last summer, which 
was My Indian Boyhood by Luther Standing Bear.  

 

Barret counselor Omar Morris and librarian Hope Cooke pose with 

Shoni and Jude Shimmel, the first Native Americans to receive a full 

scholarship to a Division One university. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs3iJ-36UNRjuswRlW1ydg231-Wqzp7KipAEA3L47JwUwNV8sZ7P-wFUaD4tOHQGHvaq6LLWoFJdbhYHD8Z6epEIgIty-3d5VNiSs6GR0GMt0YEqlxPJE9twz5gTcAx7oq0UfodqMZs9yg==


      

Board seeks comments on school calendars and 
district direction     

The Jefferson County Board of Education is considering calendars for the 2012-13 and 2013-14 
school years. Click here to view the proposed calendars and comment on them. 
   
The board also is soliciting feedback on drafts of its vision, mission, values, and focus area 
statements. JCBE wants to know if you think the statements, developed during a planning session 
in October and refined at a December work session, reflect your opinion of what JCPS should be. 
Each statement has a unique purpose. The vision statement identifies what the district intends to 
create or what is to be achieved. The mission statement explains why the organization exists, the 
functions it performs, and for whom it performs those functions. The values are the deeply held 
driving forces for the district's actions and conduct. The focus areas identify where the district will 
concentrate its attention. 
  
You can review the statements and send a comment to tell the board if you think the statements 
reflect your opinion of what JCPS should be. 
    

Our success is public knowledge 
Invention Convention gets national attention 
The annual Invention Convention at Crosby Middle has been featured on the National Science 
Teachers Association Web site. The convention lets Crosby sixth graders display their own 
inventions during a day-long event that "draws members of the media, students' families and 
friends, the district superintendent, other community members, and students and teachers from 
nearby schools," says the article. 
  
It includes several comments from Brian Dunkley, the science teacher who spearheads the event. 
"You've got to set your expectations high," Dunkley says. "The kids will rise to them. And you can't 
write a kid off because [he or she] doesn't like science." Click here for the full story. 
  

Environmental teacher 
featured on international 
blog  
Renee Blodgett, editor of an international blog 
called weblogtheworld, just happened to drive 
by Fern Creek High teacher Joe Franzen's yard 
in the Germantown neighborhood in the fall 
when she was in town for the IdeaFestival. 
Intrigued by the garden in Franzen's front yard, 
Blodgett stopped and talked to him about his 
efforts to create a sustainable urban farm.   
  
At Fern Creek, he teaches a class called Global Issues and sponsors an after-school cooking club. 
He frequently talks to his students about global food processing and the importance of local food 
sources. Click here to read the blog entry and watch Blodgett's video interview with Franzen. 
   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs0Sj680BcSlSlt9xNfeDWkYhnmpMcbcRrYp1c0NaXYZZcHkkicayjj3j2GzVwEsQ6PCwmtZyHrXj4HVjv9sDZ1bjzkfdp33b33zPRQTXwcpCYIampNepjPl16YQ3YmMAkX7G4M9G_T9sJUWZWy4ivluWZP_Y0f5Ltd-l3Ak--8wjQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs1klXWkTZ6ZKE30TNwXpRCOrTyg2mxpMZGdTek_n5flcMKz-RNUt-dg4dfHRSW2rjdUCGPQBUDCcYgPTE5e5oc6g_Z3_w5iosUO-bXJF8KJhe6kW6uRP5HC3gWbKYWvUO4hZXw4q3FsQO2cCzgZ716z
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs2zXiEimPfr8iho8RU9Snq7_Dl_IFkwHZuFkMXlmvwRuwnTgLFVT8ujMJP8nElvFSuwCVbFPrFnYrnyMX3p0YILtypIKHJ4Bl7stQ53NbT7p98nUyksvAlsEeZnPaqa6m3xcwZU7ijbK_U-xeUhYS7DZoBqD4AjbDVx1vMv_h_cQdy7OhbDx9Tag_eLSWVmQ459UILMW-Yq32TzGreyhbYH0pq6kC5RcrkdnaiHKYKvbOEe8xxz-07zlxZM_KeDq377aIKESh2ZdBOHoODLO0wIY6EuWFOigZk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs2B1dW5uhoZXJTxGx8ue5VCVlf6-76XP9wu_AHDXzd5_NxSV7onkoRFqrUeC3MM455s4amuU5Td8u0qJfyJE0bFxM-o3BVKFs134m1cwPCrPNsyletkFiGHwQkYkTuT_0lPtHmeD-7S5FlFf0My9DZQONBKSGoH4oE0YA7Lh6UUqrWTwHmOs6sIteEXKWjnWb8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs3yW4W4mX2_ffcq_Oxka1Y_EK5OVh7JQugWUsximOIJEbDIbvZbEZ7dJBwydc1FFqC3HgWI8ATj8Y4sEx9JhtMm16vZcbyBJpIOP8DuDJDGV6U2xBAMgO8Dg9xU5T-FXimHACmbRCoQZbTh0uqgWQ87h8EGVbFSELIdrimjs-mr77MO3bXX7VgA4yXiE4ZgblZWC2BIDZVIkxdO3uuzx9uzklvcvdHKbpoAd7WJ3StFBJ4wdqLPYbZFnQ9qriZ_-KW6jAb4R5BdxA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs3yW4W4mX2_ffcq_Oxka1Y_EK5OVh7JQugWUsximOIJEbDIbvZbEZ7dJBwydc1FFqC3HgWI8ATj8Y4sEx9JhtMm16vZcbyBJpIOP8DuDJDGV6U2xBAMgO8Dg9xU5T-FXimHACmbRCoQZbTh0uqgWQ87h8EGVbFSELIdrimjs-mr77MO3bXX7VgA4yXiE4ZgblZWC2BIDZVIkxdO3uuzx9uzklvcvdHKbpoAd7WJ3StFBJ4wdqLPYbZFnQ9qriZ_-KW6jAb4R5BdxA==


College Goal Sunday helps students file for 
financial aid 

College Goal Sunday will be held at 2 p.m. on Sun., Jan. 29, at 22 sites across the state. (Click 
here for a list.) Most sites will close at 4 p.m.  
 
During College Goal Sunday, financial aid professionals help students and families complete the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the form that students must submit to receive 
federal and state aid. Students who file the FAFSA early have the best chance of receiving funds 
that are limited and may not be available later in the year. 
  
Students are encouraged to attend College Goal Sunday with a parent. The students should bring 
their and their parents' completed 2011 tax return and any other 2011 income and benefits 
information. Families that haven't completed their taxes may bring their 2010 tax forms and their 
last paycheck stubs from 2011 so a financial aid professional can show them how to use estimated 
information and then update it when their taxes are complete. For more information on College 
Goal Sunday, click here.  
 
 

www.jcpsky.net 
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer Offering Equal Educational Opportunities 

  

  
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs20EaeuH0g6IUEq2pQ7E2jKnZ6HaabzfBWwAhYxUk4aUS2EVt7K6U08dZeHygsIi_NYYyPIn_SOChNmvLu6lm8HAyZZs3oiMyFOi1M3cb_YLsAgz4lSnJrZ-IhFWBkpKoU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs20EaeuH0g6IUEq2pQ7E2jKnZ6HaabzfBWwAhYxUk4aUS2EVt7K6U08dZeHygsIi_NYYyPIn_SOChNmvLu6lm8HAyZZs3oiMyFOi1M3cb_YLsAgz4lSnJrZ-IhFWBkpKoU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ha47yidab&et=1108452209564&s=54082&e=0019Rd3L49vCs3ZslVwVRj_uMi1-ANwcxmB5DOLT3N68jJErWgFrwqX97JoM_cjvvqdDa5CeUAWasev52vzD4b8Z6VKz4lkCasRfUQK1abwx55OzKPH7oYqlt__jSiiVwPGaGK__-HWpPg=
http://www.jcpsky.net/

